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Introduction
As you will read in the authors’ Preface the following pages constitute the second volume of their history of
the Stone Family. In the first volume they told the story of the family’s background in Bristol and its
continuation in Tasmania after the arrival of Thomas and Ann Stone in Hobart on the 11th October 1819,
accompanied by Ann’s younger brother Joseph Withers.

Some of the information in that first volume can now be augmented by information shared by Peter Stone in
Bristol and other research now made possible via the Internet. These have also made it possible to test some
fondly held family myths which are no longer tenable.

In addition I have written a more detailed account of Thomas’ and Ann’s time at the King’s Orphan School in
a paper which may be accessed at:

https://www.academia.edu/10954953/
THE_STORY_OF_THOMAS_and_ANN_STONE_The_King_s_Orphan_School_for_Boys_1831-1836

For this reason I believe that there is nothing to be gained by making that first volume available more widely
without considerable editing.

The situation is quite different with respect to this second volume. The historical information has been enhanced
by the authors’ own memories of the members of the family which will not be found anywhere else as far as
I know. I trust that it will not be thought that I am betraying any confidences in making it available, just as
Nancy typed it up, to a wider audience.

There is also an opportunity to add to this story and I hope to hear from family members who can help in this
way. I, for example have been able to add to what we know about two members of the Withers family.

On page 47 It is recorded that David Brainerd Ryland died suddenly on 23 July 1871 aged 51 years and that
five hundred people attended his funeral at the Eddington Cemetery. What we are not told is that his wife
Elizabeth, Ann Stone’s youngest sister, lived on for another ten years until 16 April 1887 when she died in the
Metropolitan Lunatic Asylum, Kew, Victoria suffering from “softening of the brain” according to the inquest.
She had been admitted to the institution on 17 May 1878 with dementia and seems to have had no visits from
friends at the time she died.

I have often wondered what happened to Ann’s brother Joseph. In “Effloresco” volume 1, page 85 we learn
that he followed his trade as a cooper in Hobart and acquired property in Campbell Street. He also married
Anna Matthews, a widow with two sons. It is also stated that “Some of the Withers family are known to have
visited Woodstock West”.

It was therefore great to be contacted by one of Joseph’s descendants in February 2018 with the information
that Joseph and his family had migrated to Ararat, Victoria in about 1852 where he continued to work as a
cooper. Many of the family lived in Ararat but his great-grandson James Frederick Thomas Withers moved to
Casterton, Victoria in the 1920s where he was a hairdresser. One of his sons, Brian was born in 1936 as I was,
so it is likely that when my family was living in Casterton in 1943-44 we were actually in the same class at
school. My father worked in the Union Bank and should have been aware of local businesses but I don’t
remember him remarking on the connection—but what an interesting coincidence!

Alex. E. H. Stone

thestones@antmail.com.au

https://www.academia.edu/10954953/
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